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Introduction 
 
At their December 8, 2015 public meeting, the School District 72 Board of Education voted unanimously to 
approve recommendation 1 (close two elementary schools within the greater Campbell River area) contained 
within the 2015-2025 Facility Plan. *The greater Campbell River area was identified as all locations within the 
City of Campbell River and the Strathcona Regional District boundaries that have Campbell River mailing 
addresses. 
 
The Board of Education then passed a motion directing senior management to prepare a report identifying 
which two schools the board should consider for possible closure and the rationale, for presentation to the 
board at their January 12, 2016 public meeting. 
 
The consideration of closing schools is not easy, nor has it been taken lightly. There is a clear understanding of 
the strong connection between a school and its community. However, the board recognized the impact of 
declining enrolment, increasing maintenance demands, and the need to ensure that our limited funds are 
invested into students – not buildings. 
 
This facility closure recommendation report was prepared by the Campbell River School District senior 
management team working within the following assumptions (as requested by the Board of Education in the 
development of the 2015-2025 Facility Plan): 

• That the current grade configuration (K-5 elementary; 6-8 middle; 9-12 secondary) be retained; 
• That the district’s special programs, such as Early French Immersion, continue to be offered 

without an enrolment cap within operational limits; 
• That space continue to be provided for music programs and libraries; and 
• That programs housed in Robron Centre continue to have a centralized base within the district. 

 
As such, senior management recommends that the Board of Education consider: 

• Closing Discovery Passage Elementary and relocating the student population to Ripple Rock Elementary.  
• Closing Oyster River Elementary and relocating the student population to Ocean Grove Elementary. 

 
It is the opinion of the senior management team that closing Discovery Passage Elementary and Oyster River 
Elementary would allow the school district, as a whole, to better meet the educational objectives stated in the 
2015-2025 Facility Plan: 

• Reliable technology at the point of instruction; 
• More effective allocation of district support services; 
• Increased educational services and closer coordination with community services in areas with 

vulnerable students and families; and 
• More flexible learning environments to enable personalized learning initiatives. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Thomas G.S. Longridge, Superintendent of Schools 
Kevin W. Patrick, CPA-CGA, Secretary Treasurer 

On behalf of the senior management team 

 

 



SD72 FACILITY CLOSURE RECOMMENDATIONS: FACILITY PLAN 2015-2016 | 2 

 

RATIONALE:  
DISCOVERY PASSAGE ELEMENTARY 
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Closure of Discovery Passage Elementary 

 
Recommendation 
To close Discovery Passage Elementary and relocate the student population to Ripple Rock Elementary. If, 
following the school closure consultation process, the Board of Education decides to close Discovery Passage 
Elementary, students currently attending Discovery Passage Elementary would be moved to Ripple Rock 
Elementary effective September 1, 2016. 
 
Rationale: Student Enrolment 
Enrolment in the Discovery Passage Elementary catchment has experienced a significant decline since its peak in 
1998 when the student population was 161; its historic low was 56 students. The student population for the 
2015/2016 school year, as of the September 30 enrolment count, rebounded slightly to 70 students. 
 
 

                *Red line indicates Discovery Passage Elementary operating capacity, which is 132. 
 
The Discovery Passage catchment is forecasted to decrease further over the next 10 years, reaching its lowest 
population of 49 students in 2022. This is keeping with the trend experienced throughout the school district of 
student population migrating to the south end of the city. 
 
Provincial school of choice legislation has also impacted Discovery Passage Elementary as there are currently 23 
students living in the Discovery Passage catchment whose families have chosen to enroll their children 
elsewhere in the district. Of those 23 students who have transferred to another school, the majority attend 
Ripple Rock Elementary. 
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              *Red line indicates Discovery Passage Elementary operating capacity, which is 132. 
 
Student enrolment is forecasted using a demographic planning tool called Baragar Demographics. Baragar uses 
Statistics Canada, tax records, birth records, and historical trends to forecast enrolment. The system also uses 
current grade cohort data and can forecast based on past trends on whether that student total will grow or 
decline from year-to-year. School District 72 has been using Baragar successfully for over 20 years and, over the 
last 10 years, the Baragar forecasts have been accurate to 0.5% on 5,000 students. 
 
Rationale: Building Condition 
The Ministry of Education provides an independent firm (VFA) to assess the condition of all BC K-12 education 
buildings. This process allows all buildings in the province to be equally assessed and provides a fair comparative 
measurement from district-to-district and school-to-school within a district. 
 
As of the 2015 assessment, Discovery Passage Elementary was ranked with a Facilities Condition Index (FCI) of 
0.58, with 0.30 to 0.60 classified as ‘poor’. Facility Condition Index ratings of 0.60 to 1.00 are classified as ‘very 
poor’, the worst possible rating within the assessment. Discovery Passage Elementary was opened in 1959 and is 
57 years old. 
 
Ripple Rock Elementary, the proposed receiving school of Discovery Passage’s student population, was ranked 
with an FCI of 0.08, or ‘good’. Ripple Rock Elementary was opened in 2005 and is 11 years old. 
 
The Facilities Condition Index (FCI) is an industry benchmark and provides a comparative indicator of the relative 
condition of facilities. The FCI is expressed as a percentage of the cost of remedying maintenance deficiencies to 
the current replacement value. This calculation also provides a corresponding rule of thumb for the annual 
reinvestment rate (funding percentage) to prevent further accumulation of deferred maintenance deficiencies. 
 
The firm which performed the assessment is recommending $2,293,162 in required long-term upgrades to 
Discovery Passage Elementary. 
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As the school district has limited funds in both its maintenance budget and annual facility grant, the district 
would have to apply to the Ministry of Education for funding through the Routine Capital Program to cover 
these upgrade costs. In the past, the Ministry of Education has not funded school upgrades if the student 
population can be accommodated in nearby schools. 
 
The district’s last seismic study in 2012 also identified Discovery Passage Elementary as at moderate risk in the 
event of an earthquake. Ripple Rock Elementary was found to have no identifiable risk. 
 
Rationale: Educational Benefits 
Student Supports  
District support to both the school and individual students is provided by itinerant staff whose time is divided 
among several school sites. If we could decrease travel time, we could increase the time spent at each school 
with students and thus improve direct service. As our number of itinerant staff is limited, the greater the 
number of sites, the more challenging it is to provide service. Also, the time at each site could be increased, 
which would allow for a greater number of students to receive service. 
 
Our technology support staff would also have less sites to support, which would increase their ability to keep the 
system and each piece of hardware running, allowing for greater access and reliability for student learning. 
 
Increased Learning Options and Flexibility for Students 
Larger schools allow for greater flexibility in creating positive and supportive learning environments within the 
classroom, and the school as a whole, as there are more opportunities to differentiate and personalize 
instruction through flexible grouping of students.  
 
In addition, the diversity of experience and areas of expertise afforded amongst a larger teaching staff can allow 
for more professional development opportunities through teacher collaboration, as well as the creation of more 
diverse learning experiences based on both student and teacher areas of interest. 
 
Larger student populations also equal more adults within the school community (staff and parents) that can 
share the responsibilities for the ‘extra’ activities that create, reinforce and sustain the culture of a school 
community and better ensure their continuation. Events like movie nights and bike rodeos, or extracurricular 
clubs and sports like student leadership, chess club, and running club would be examples. 
 
Alternatives Considered 
The option of moving a district program to share Discovery Passage Elementary was considered. However, 
funding limitations, distance from the majority of the school district’s population, and the age and condition of 
the building when compared to alternatives, did not support this option. 
 
Some may question why the district doesn’t change the school catchment areas to direct more students to 
Discovery Passage Elementary. This is not an option guaranteed to address Discovery Passage’s low enrolment 
as provincial school of choice legislation allows parents to select which school they would like their child to 
attend. Provided there is space and the appropriate resources available at the requested school, the district is 
obligated to honour the request. As stated earlier, there are currently 23 students living in the Discovery Passage 
catchment whose families have elected for the students to attend school elsewhere.  
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Implications: Student Enrolment 
It is recognized that by possibly combining the Discovery Passage Elementary and Ripple Rock Elementary 
populations in September 2016, Ripple Rock Elementary is anticipated to be overcapacity for the 2016/2017 
school year. A portable may be required to address this temporary overage.  
 
 

 
                       *Red line indicates Ripple Rock Elementary operating capacity, which is 283. 
 
While Ripple Rock catchment has development potential, consultations with the City of Campbell River’s 
planning department indicate that growth is anticipated to be slow unless there are policy changes. Should this 
happen, the school district could adjust boundaries for the south end of the Ripple Rock catchment to Pinecrest 
Elementary, which has sufficient capacity. 
 
The Board will consider school boundary changes in phase II of the 2015-2025 Facility Plan. If a boundary change 
was made to adjust the southern Ripple Rock Elementary catchment to Pinecrest Elementary, students 
attending Ripple Rock Elementary at the time and their younger siblings would be considered continuing 
students, grandfathered into Ripple Rock, even if they lived outside of the new catchment area. New 
kindergarten registrations and new student registrations outside of the new catchment area would be required 
to register at Pinecrest Elementary. Boundary changes would not come into effect until September 1, 2017.  
 
Student enrolment is forecasted using a demographic planning tool called Baragar Demographics. Baragar uses 
Statistics Canada, tax records, birth records, and historical trends to forecast enrolment. The system also uses 
current grade cohort data and can forecast based on past trends on whether that student total will grow or 
decline from year-to-year. School District 72 has been using Baragar successfully for over 20 years and, over the 
last 10 years, the Baragar forecasts have been accurate to 0.5% on 5,000 students. 
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Implications: Education 
Change and building new relationships can be a difficult transition for both students and families. Should the 
board decide to close Discovery Passage Elementary, we would endeavour to implement strategies to help 
support this transition, similar to those used when students transition from elementary to middle school and in 
previous school closures. Some examples include: school tours and open houses, joint Parent Advisory Council 
meetings, and shared special events, such as beach day. 
 
Opportunities would also be provided for educators and student support services to share information about 
the individual learning needs of the transitioning students. This would be used to begin planning classroom 
learning environments and the allocation of learning supports. 
 
Implications: Transportation 
Our transportation procedure (E-1), states the walk limit for primary students is 4 km and for intermediate 
students is 4.8 km. The procedure also allows for the provision of transportation to students who live north of 
Perkins Road and who must walk more than 0.5 km along a provincial highway. Students currently attending 
Discovery Passage and who meet this criteria would be provided bus transportation to Ripple Rock Elementary 
in accordance with the district’s transportation procedure. It would be recommended that the board consider 
supporting a change to the transportation procedure to allow for the provision of bus transportation of all 
Discovery Passage students to Ripple Rock Elementary. 
 
Implications: Financial 
Due to the age and condition of Discovery Passage Elementary, the closure of the facility would reduce the need 
for the VFA forecasted cost of $2,293,162, or possibly more, as the VFA forecast has proven to be low when 
actually quoted on by contractors. 
 
In addition to the identified costs below, there are additional potential savings to both maintenance and 
administration as these would be reduced through efficiencies of fewer facilities. Tasks like drive time and 
ordering would be saved, allowing for that time to possibly be redirected to other facilities. 
 
We recognize that there would be transition costs related to combining two schools. To ensure as smooth a 
transition as possible, we recommend that the Board set aside funds to support the necessary transition and 
renovation costs. These one-time costs would be offset by the long-term annual savings. 
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RATIONALE:  
OYSTER RIVER ELEMENTARY 
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Closure of Oyster River Elementary 

 
Recommendation 
To close Oyster River Elementary and relocate the student population to Ocean Grove Elementary. If, following 
the school closure consultation process, the Board of Education decides to close Oyster River Elementary, 
students currently attending Oyster River Elementary would be moved to Ocean Grove Elementary effective 
September 1, 2016. 
 
Rationale: Student Enrolment 
The population of school aged children in Area D of the Strathcona Regional District has continued to 
significantly decline since the closure of Maple Elementary in June 2002. The peak was in 1997, when 360 
students attended both Maple and Oyster River Elementary Schools. Over the past 18 years, the area enrolment 
has dropped 81% and since consolidating the two schools, Oyster River Elementary has lost 58% of its student 
enrolment from 168. The student population for the 2015/2016 school year, as of the September 30 enrolment 
count, was 70 students. 
 
Twenty-eight students living in the Oyster River catchment have elected to attend school elsewhere. Of those 28 
students who have transferred to another school, 15 currently attend Ocean Grove Elementary. 
 
 

                      *Red line indicates Oyster River Elementary operating capacity, which is 177. 
                    2003 enrolment of 168 was the first year following closure of Maple Elementary. 
 
The Oyster River catchment is forecasted to decrease further over the next 10 years, reaching its lowest 
population of 49 students in 2019.  
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          *Red line indicates Oyster River Elementary operating capacity, which is 177. 
 
Student enrolment is forecasted using a demographic planning tool called Baragar Demographics. Baragar uses 
Statistics Canada, tax records, birth records, and historical trends to forecast enrolment. The system also uses 
current grade cohort data and can forecast based on past trends on whether that student total will grow or 
decline from year-to-year. School District 72 has been using Baragar successfully for over 20 years and, over the 
last 10 years, the Baragar forecasts have been accurate to 0.5% on 5,000 students. 
 
Rationale: Building Condition 
The Ministry of Education provides an independent firm (VFA) to assess the condition of all BC K-12 education 
buildings. This process allows all buildings in the province to be equally assessed and provides a fair comparative 
measurement from district-to-district and school-to-school within a district. 
 
As of the 2015 assessment, Oyster River Elementary was ranked with a Facilities Condition Index (FCI) of 0.52, 
with 0.30 to 0.60 classified as ‘poor’. Facility Condition Index ratings of 0.60 to 1.00 are classified as ‘very poor’, 
the worst possible rating within the assessment. Oyster River Elementary was opened in 1982 and is 34 years 
old. 
 
Ocean Grove Elementary, the proposed receiving school of Oyster River’s student population, was ranked with 
an FCI of 0.39, which while still classified as ‘poor’ means the building requires less work comparative to Oyster 
River. Ocean Grove Elementary was opened in 1993 and is 23 years old. 
 
The Facilities Condition Index (FCI) is an industry benchmark and provides a comparative indicator of the relative 
condition of facilities. The FCI is expressed as a percentage of the cost of remedying maintenance deficiencies to 
the current replacement value. This calculation also provides a corresponding rule of thumb for the annual 
reinvestment rate (funding percentage) to prevent further accumulation of deferred maintenance deficiencies. 
 
The firm which performed the assessment is recommending $2,005,338 in required long-term upgrades to 
Oyster River Elementary. 
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As the school district has limited funds in both its maintenance budget and annual facility grant, the district 
would have to apply to the Ministry of Education for funding through the Routine Capital Program to cover 
these upgrade costs. In the past, the Ministry of Education has not funded school upgrades if the student 
population can be accommodated in nearby schools. 
 
The district’s last seismic study in 2012 also identified Oyster River Elementary as at moderate risk in the event 
of an earthquake. Ocean Grove Elementary was found to have no identifiable risk. 
 
Rationale: Educational Benefits 
Student Supports  
District support to both the school and individual students is provided by itinerant staff whose time is divided 
among several school sites. If we could decrease travel time, we could increase time spent at each school with 
students and thus improve direct service. As our number of itinerant staff is limited, the greater the number of 
sites, the more challenging it is to provide service. Also, the time at each site could be increased, which would 
allow for a greater number of students to receive service. 
 
Our technology support staff would also have less sites to support, which would increase their ability to keep the 
system and each piece of hardware running, allowing for greater access and reliability for student learning 
 
Increased Learning Options and Flexibility for Students 
Larger schools allow for greater flexibility in creating positive and supportive learning environments within the 
classroom, and the school as a whole, as there are more opportunities to differentiate and personalize 
instruction through flexible grouping of students.  
 
In addition, the diversity of experience and areas of expertise afforded amongst a larger teaching staff can allow 
for more professional development opportunities through teacher collaboration, as well as the creation of more 
diverse learning experiences based on both student and teacher areas of interest. 
 
Larger student populations also equal more adults within the school community (staff and parents) that can 
share the responsibilities for the ‘extra’ activities that create, reinforce and sustain the culture of a school 
community and better ensure their continuation. Events like movie nights and bike rodeos, or extracurricular 
clubs and sports like student leadership, chess club, and running club would be examples. 
 
Alternatives Considered 
An alternative to closing Oyster River Elementary considered by the senior management team was to close 
Ocean Grove and relocate Ocean Grove students to Oyster River. The limitations with this option include: Oyster 
River Elementary has less capacity than Ocean Grove Elementary; the Oyster River building is in worse condition 
than Ocean Grove; and 159 Ocean Grove students would require transportation by parents, whereas 70 Oyster 
River students would require transportation. 
 
Implications: Student Enrolment 
It is recognized that by possibly combining the Oyster River Elementary and Ocean Grove Elementary 
populations in September 2016, Ocean Grove Elementary is anticipated to be overcapacity for the 2016/2017, 
2017/2018, 2018/2019, and 2019/2020 school years. Portables may be required to address this overage. 
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         *Red line indicates Ocean Grove Elementary operating capacity, which is 215. 
 
The Ocean Grove catchment has development potential which has been built into the forecast. The forecast 
factors in housing density similar to what currently exists. More affordable or family-focused housing may 
increase the forecast slightly. To allow room for growth at Ocean Grove the boundary north of Jubilee Parkway 
could be redirected to Georgia Park Elementary. 
 
The Board will consider school boundary changes in phase II of the 2015-2025 Facility Plan. If a boundary change 
was made to adjust the northern Ocean Grove Elementary catchment to Georgia Park Elementary, students 
attending Ocean Grove Elementary at the time and their younger siblings would be considered continuing 
students, grandfathered into Ocean Grove, even if they lived outside of the new catchment area. New 
kindergarten registrations and new student registrations outside of the new catchment area would be required 
to register at Georgia Park Elementary. Boundary changes would not come into effect until September 1, 2017.  
 
Student enrolment is forecasted using a demographic planning tool called Baragar Demographics. Baragar uses 
Statistics Canada, tax records, birth records, and historical trends to forecast enrolment. The system also uses 
current grade cohort data and can forecast based on past trends on whether that student total will grow or 
decline from year-to-year. School District 72 has been using Baragar successfully for over 20 years and, over the 
last 10 years, the Baragar forecasts have been accurate to 0.5% on 5,000 students. 
 
Implications: Education 
Change and building new relationships can be a difficult transition for both students and families. Should the 
board decide to close Oyster River Elementary, we would endeavour to implement strategies to help support 
this transition, similar to those used when students transition from elementary to middle school and in previous 
school closures. Some examples include: school tours and open houses, joint Parent Advisory Council meetings, 
and shared special events, such as beach day. 
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Opportunities would also be provided for educators and student support services to share information about 
the individual learning needs of the transitioning students. This would be used to begin planning classroom 
learning environments and the allocation of learning supports. 
 
Implications: StrongStart Program 
A Strong Start program currently operates one morning per week at Oyster River Elementary. Some families 
within the Ocean Grove area currently attend the Georgia Park Strong Start Program. However, as we realize 
that families within the Oyster River neighbourhood could benefit from this Strong Start program, we would 
endeavour to work with the local community to explore ways that we could continue to make this program 
accessible to the Oyster River community. 
 
Implications: Transportation 
Our transportation procedure (E-1), states the walk limit for primary students is 4 km and for intermediate 
students is 4.8 km. Students currently attending Oyster River Elementary would be provided bus transportation 
to Ocean Grove Elementary in accordance with the district’s transportation procedure. Presently, 60% of Oyster 
River Elementary students live north of York Road, making Ocean Grove Elementary closer than Oyster River 
Elementary. 
 
Implications: Financial 
Due to the age and condition of Oyster River Elementary, the closure of the facility would reduce the need for 
the VFA forecasted cost of $2,005,338, or possibly more as the VFA forecast has proven to be low when actually 
quoted on by contractors. 
 
In addition to the identified costs below, there are additional potential savings to both maintenance and 
administration as these would be reduced through efficiencies of fewer facilities. Tasks like drive time and 
ordering would be saved, allowing for that time to possibly be redirected to other facilities. 
 
We recognize that there would be transition costs related to combining two schools. To ensure as smooth a 
transition as possible, we recommend that the Board set aside funds to support the necessary transition and 
renovation costs. These one-time costs would be offset by the long-term annual savings. 
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